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ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE
UA GRADUATES

FAST FACTS

The University of Alaska has identified 41 programs whose graduates are important to administration and finance in Alaska. Detailed below are their
employment and wage outcomes, plus other information that can be used to assess UA programs and their usefulness to one of the state's key industries.
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Note: Data reflects the actual employment and wage data of all graduates and is not limited to those employed in 
administration/f inance.
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Graduates from Key UA Programs

(Total Graduates  |  % Working in Alaska)

96.8%
Of Working Graduates are Alaska Residents

For comparison, residency is...

77.5% for all Alaska Workers

88.3% for all Administration & Finance Workers

]

UA Programs Boost 
Alaska’s Hire Rate

Working in Alaska within 
One Year of Graduating

Program Graduates’
Average Wage
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First-Year Employment and Demographic Profile

Industries Where UA Administration & Finance Program Graduates Work

Demographics of UA Administration 
& Finance Program Graduates

Female 62%   |  Male 38%

Regions Where UA Administration & 
Finance Program Graduates Work

Interior 19.7%

Northern 2.8%

Southeast 11.7%

Anchorage/Mat-Su 57.6%

Southwest 2.0%

Gulf Coast 6.2%
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Programs and the Industry Connection

Alaska employers hire hundreds of people every year in jobs that require some kind of postsecondary training 

in administration or finance. Graduates from University of Alaska programs focusing on that demand find work 
in all the state’s major industry sectors, whether as bookkeepers, accountants, marketers, or economists. The 

largest percentage of the last decade’s administration and finance program graduates work in local or state 

government (25%), followed by professional services (13%), health care and social assistance (10%), and 
finance and insurance (7%). 

Occupational projections to 2032 show more openings in “office and administrative support” than in any other 

major category. Many of those openings will be to replace the especially large population of Baby Boomers 

who will continue to retire for the next several years (the youngest Baby Boomers will reach 65 in 2029). 

Attempts to precisely match the supply of graduates with the demand for certain workers by industry would be 
misguided, but the data shown here are appropriate for general conclusions about the benefits of certain UA 

programs. More importantly, this information can help facilitate conversations with key industries about how 

programs could be expanded, changed, or developed to provide them with more and better-trained workers.

Degree 

Type*
Graduates

% Employed in 

Alaska within 1 Year

Average First-Year 

Wage ($)

Average Fifth-Year 

Wage ($)

Average Tenth-Year 

Wage ($)

Certificate 379 81.5% $50,565 $59,023 $63,589

Associate 1,098 74.6% $45,215 $58,862 $67,446

Bachelor and 

above
4,431 72.2% $61,509 $82,962 $103,588

Since 2013, 5,908 people have graduated from programs relevant to the state’s 

administration and finance industry, producing the following outcomes:

*Certificates (1-2 yrs); Associate Degrees (2 yrs); Bachelor Degrees and Above (4-4+ yrs).
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Education pays — people working jobs in Alaska that require a high school degree 
earn an average of $49,525 annually, which jumps to $71,709 for jobs that require 

associate degrees, $91,735 for those that require bachelor degrees, and $108,113 for 
jobs in Alaska that require graduate or professional degrees.

UA Graduates   |   Administration & Finance Programs  |  January 2025



4

ADMINISTRATION & FINANCE
UA GRADUATES

FAST FACTS

Questions and Answers

What do we know about graduates working in 
other states?

Over roughly the last two years, about 25% of 

administration and finance program graduates worked in 

other states, although they may have worked in Alaska as 

well. Out-of-state wages were generally a little higher than 

those paid by Alaska employers. For example, MBA 

graduates from UAA and UAF programs made $152,000 a 

year and $101,000 a year respectively in other states, 

while those who worked in Alaska made $104,000 and 

$86,000 respectively. On the other hand, associate degree 

graduates in accounting at UAA made slightly more if they 

worked in state ($54,000) than if they worked in other 

states ($52,000).

How were programs & target occupations selected?

Can this information be used for program evaluation?

The University of Alaska and the Alaska Department of 

Labor and Workforce Development’s Research and 

Analysis Section work together each year to identify 

where university graduates are working in the state and 

what their wages are.

The detailed employment and wage information comes 

from quarterly reports that nearly all Alaska employers 

are required to file under state unemployment insurance 

law. Those records do not include federal workers or the 

self-employed, so university program graduates in those 

categories are not shown here.

Wages have been annualized and have been inflation 

adjusted to 2023 wages to make them comparable 

across the ten-year window of this report. Annualizing 

wages is a method used to calculate what the wages 

would be if all workers worked all four quarters in the 

year.

The University of Alaska analyzed labor market 

information to determine the largest and fastest-growing 

occupations in the administration and finance industry, 

then linked programs based on occupations’ titles and 

characteristics.

It can inform those types of decisions, as well as 

decisions about which programs to expand, but there 

is far more to consider than which programs have the 

highest earnings or best employment outcomes. Other 

data such as short-term and long-term industry and 

occupational projections, enrollment numbers, and 

tuition and program costs are important, and so are 

less formal insights and information gathered from 

industry and other key stakeholders. When making 

key decisions about university programs, it is also 

important to consider the most recent developments in 

the economy that cannot yet be measured.

How long does it take to earn a certificate, 
associate degree, or bachelor degree?

If a student is attending classes full-time, certificate programs 

take less than 2 years (often 1 year or less); associate 

degrees are generally 2 years; bachelor degrees are four 

years; and advanced degrees are more than 4 years.

Do graduates work only in Administration and Finance?

No, they work in a variety of industries. Graduates being 

hired and paid well by employers in any industry indicate 

successful outcomes for both the program graduates and the 

Alaska economy.

Are there emphasis areas embedded within degree 
programs that could provide targeted training towards high 

growth occupations in this industry sector?

Yes, several degree programs provide options for students 

to specialize in an emphasis area that can enhance their 

education and employability. For example, while most 

administration and finance programs provide broad training 

in the high growth occupations of Human Resources & 

Compensation, Benefits Specialists, or Managers, some 

programs also offer targeted training through an emphasis 

area, such as the UAS Bachelor’s degree in Business 

Administration with a Human Resources Management 

emphasis. 

Where do the employment numbers come from?

UA Graduates   |   Administration & Finance Programs  |  January 2025



41 Programs Linked to Administration and Finance
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This report is a collaboration among UA Workforce Development, UA Data Strategy and 
Institutional Research, and the Alaska Department of Labor and Workforce Development’s 

Research and Analysis Section. For more information, visit alaska.edu/research/wd/. 

Target Occupations University Major Degree Graduates 
% Employed in AK 

within a year 
1st-year average 

wage 
5th-year 

average wage 

Accountants, Auditors, Compliance 
Off icers, 

& Bookkeepers 

(13-2011, 13-1041, 43-3031)

UAA Bookkeeping Occupational Endorsement Cert 45 88.9% $45,578 *

UAF Bookkeeping Technician Occupational Endorsement Cert 77 74.0% $41,872 $52,551

UAS Accountant Endorsement Occupational Endorsement Cert 74 89.2% $63,926 $84,123

UAF Accounting Technician Certificate 91 75.8% $42,978 $46,557

UAS Accounting Technician Certificate 118 86.4% $49,883 $57,653

UAA Accounting Associate of Applied Science 305 80.3% $42,472 $58,498

UAF Applied Accounting Associate of Applied Science 149 67.1% $47,478 $51,451

UAF Accounting Bachelor of Business Admin. 237 77.6% $51,288 $81,015

UAA Accounting Bachelor of Business Admin. 631 84.0% $53,735 $77,648

UAS Accounting Bachelor of Business Admin. 225 67.1% $65,426 $73,089

UAF Accounting Post Baccalaureate Cert 8 62.5% $62,100 *

General, and Operations Managers, 
Management Analysts, 

& Chief Executives - Private Sector

(11-1021, 13-1111, 11-1011)

UAA Business Leadership Occupational Endorsement Cert 6 83.3% $44,009 *

UAF Supervision & Personnel Mgmt Occupational Endorsement Cert 14 92.9% $63,860 *

UAF Applied Business Mgmt Certificate 101 80.2% $46,631 $55,302

UAS Small Business Mgmt Certificate 38 84.2% $39,276 $55,099

UAA General Business Associate of Applied Science 324 75.3% $42,732 $58,799

UAF Applied Business Associate of Applied Science 324 69.4% $46,967 $59,262

UAS Business Administration Associate of Applied Science 292 79.8% $49,562 $66,643

UAF Applied Management Bachelor of Applied Management 37 40.5% $84,891 *

UAA Management Bachelor of Business Admin. 700 72.6% $48,936 $73,801

UAF Business Administration Bachelor of Business Admin. 423 61.7% $42,666 $68,456

UAS Business Administration Bachelor of Business Admin. 161 67.1% $58,794 $76,296

UAA Appld Technologies Leadership Bachelor of Science 125 64.8% $69,272 *

UAA General Management Master of Business Admin. 353 78.5% $90,545 $111,981

UAF Business Administration Master of Business Admin. 389 64.3% $76,451 $100,356

UAA Project Management Master of Science 149 67.1% $104,832 $124,848

UAA Execut ive Leadership Graduate Certificate 5 60.0% * *

General, and Operations Managers, 
Management Analysts, 

& Chief Executives - Public Sector 

(11-1021, 13-1111, 11-1011)

UAF Tribal Governance Certificate 64 93.8% $47,614 $64,378

UAF Tribal Governance Associate of Applied Science 52 94.2% $50,905 $63,592

UAF Rural Development Bachelor of Arts 85 81.2% $54,760 $70,096

UAF Rural Development Master of Arts 47 80.9% $75,598 $82,610

UAA Public Administration Master of Public Admin 92 76.1% $68,030 $81,790

UAS Public Administration Master of Public Admin 267 71.5% $76,344 $97,470

Financial Managers,  Personal 
Financial Advisors, 

Investment/Commodities Analysts, 

Budget/Tax Examiners, Loan Officers, 
Insurance Underwriters 

(11-3031, 13-2052, 13-2098, 
13-2081, 41-3031, 13-2031, 

13-2041, 13-2072, 13-2053)

UAF Financial Services Rep Occupational Endorsement Cert 5 80.0% * *

UAA Economics Bachelor of Arts 122 76.2% $44,208 $70,956

UAA Economics Bachelor of Business Admin. 73 79.5% $44,629 $71,951

UAA Finance Bachelor of Business Admin. 220 74.5% $53,824 $79,930

Market ing Specialists, 
Public Relations Specialists,

& Sales Managers 

(13-1161, 11-2021, 
27-3031, 11-2022)

UAF Communication Bachelor of Arts 97 63.9% $42,199 $47,238

UAA Market ing Bachelor of Business Admin. 151 79.5% $44,348 $67,005

UAF Professional Communication Master of Arts 32 65.6% $46,690 $52,967

Human Resources & 
Compensation/Benefits 

Specialists/Managers 

(13-1071, 11-3121, 11-3133)

UAS Human Resource Management Bachelor of Business Admin. 66 75.8% $64,027 $90,866

*Data unavailable. Program has been offered for a limited period of time, 
or wages are suppressed when fewer than 5 graduates are employed in Alaska.

Note: Graduate numbers are from 2013 through 2023. 
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