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July 18, 2025
Dear UAF Community,
I’m writing to share a brief update on the transition planning underway for UAF’s next chancellor.
Interim Chancellor Selection
First, I’m incredibly pleased to share that I’ve selected UAF alumnus Ambassador Mike Sfraga (ret.), Ph.D., to serve as interim chancellor at UAF. He most recently served as the inaugural U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for Arctic Affairs. Prior to that, he served as Chair of the U.S. Arctic Research Commission, Founding Director at the Polar Institute, and Director of the Global Risk and Resilience Program at the Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars.
Mike’s career at the University of Alaska has spanned over 31 years. He worked for UAF and the UA System from 1985 through 2016 in a broad range of administrative, academic, and executive positions. He most recently served UAF in several positions, including vice chancellor, director of the UA Geography Program, chair of the Geography Department, faculty member, and associate dean of UAF's School of Natural Resources and Agricultural Sciences. At the UA system office, Mike served in executive positions, including director of program development and associate vice president.
A geographer by training, Ambassador Sfraga holds a bachelor’s degree from UAF and a master’s degree from Bowling Green State University. He also holds UAF’s first doctorate in Northern Studies and Geography, and is a Fulbright Scholar and member of the Council on Foreign Relations.
While he will not be a candidate for the permanent chancellor position, Ambassador Sfraga has deep connections to Fairbanks, UA, and UAF, and he will be a significant asset as the interim leader of America’s Arctic university. He brings a solid record of accomplishment and expansive national and international networks to the position, and we’re grateful to have him back at UA and UAF. I have asked Ambassador Sfraga to leverage his extensive knowledge of and networks throughout the Arctic to better position and advance UAF in service to our communities, state, and nation.
Please join me in welcoming him and in thanking Chancellor Dan White for his 30 years of dedicated service to UA and UAF. Ambassador Sfraga’s first day in the office as interim chancellor will be July 28.
Search for Permanent Chancellor
I’m continuing to gather feedback from stakeholders about the search process to identify the next permanent chancellor for UAF. I will share additional details on the search, committee, and process timeline in mid-August.
Thank you for all you do for our university, system, and state.
Sincerely,
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Pat Pitney
President University of Alaska
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