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2nd grade:  “I Know I Can”
UA College Savings Plan, ACPE

This program encourages chil-
dren and their families to start 
thinking about college early.  
College alumni volunteers visit 
second-grade classrooms and 
read a story:  A group of animal 
friends explore who they want to 
be when they grow up, and how 
college fits into those plans. Each 
student then draws a postcard of 
who they want to become. After 
a few years, it’s mailed to them as 
a reminder of their goals.
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5th – 6th grade:  “I’m Going to College”
ACPE, UA, NELA, UA College Savings Plan

This program is designed to excite students at 
the end of elementary school about the path to 
college – and see firsthand what it will be like. 
Students explore different types of colleges 
and careers and learn about financial aid in a 
12-session curriculum. The program culminates 
with a day of college life at one of  Alaska’s 
college campuses, including inspirational 
welcomes and hands-on classes. A special gift 
at the end of the day is a reminder that it’s not 
too early to start planning for college. Many UA 
campuses and other Alaska institutions host 
the events, sponsored by ACPE, the Northwest 
Education Loan Association (NELA), and the 
UA College Savings Plan.

6th grade:  “Dream 
Big” poster
UA College Savings Plan

This poster encourages 
students to “dream big” 
and to start think-
ing about college and 
career paths. It is dis-
tributed to every sixth 
grade student and 
classroom in the state.

8th grade:  “Chart 
your Course” 
newspaper
ACPE

This annual publication 
is a fun showcase of 
Alaskans’ dreams, ca-
reers and successes, 
highlighting the K–16 
pathway. It’s authored 
in part by Alaska mid-
dle school students 
and mailed to every 
eighth grader in the 
state at the same time 
as a parent postcard. 
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Middle Schoolers Share 
Their Dreams:
  Jenna Powers
  Thuy Nguyen
  Johnny Joyce
  Hannah Tallan
Social Workers: Helping 
Individuals, Families, and 
Communities
Become a Lawyer
Alaskans Working in Their 

Dream Jobs:
Reuben Loewen
Carlette Mack
Seth Kantner
Teresa Beck DVM
Sven Haakanson, Jr.

Cool Career Web Sites
Fashion Designing - Wearable Art
Vocational Opportunities
Why College?
Verterinary Medicine Info
Tips on Classes to Take
Learn & Earn Chart
Puzzles

PRSRT STANDARD
U.S. POSTAGE

P A I D
ANCHORAGE AK

PERMIT #957

SECOND EDITION

Reuben Loewen: “Be Proactive in Your Education”
Project Manager, Alternative Energy and Energy Efficiency for Alaska Energy Authority, 
Anchorage

My parents were teachers. I lived 
in several communities growing 
up—Deering, Noatak, Fairbanks, 
Old Harbor, and Kodiak. 

Like many kids, I wanted to be a 
pilot or astronaut for a while, but 
what I actually do now is manage 
the state’s wind energy program, 
trying to increase the use of 
renewable energy and decrease 
dependence on fossil fuels. 

When it came time for college, 
I didn’t really want to leave 
Alaska. The University of Alaska 
Fairbanks (UAF) had a good 
engineering program, and I could 
get home on school breaks. While 
at UAF I also had the chance to 
participate in exchange programs, 
and study in Japan for a year 
as part of my undergraduate 
experience. Traveling and living 
in a foreign country made a 
great impression on me. There’s 
nothing like seeing how others 
live and learning another 
language and culture to help you 
learn about yourself and your 
own country.

In my job with the Alaska Energy 
Authority, I get to travel to rural 
Alaska and work on projects that 
improve the lives of people in 
villages like the places where 
I grew up. I deal with people a 
lot, so communications skills are 
important (as they are in almost 
all careers), as well as the 
math, science and engineering 
design classes I enjoyed in 
college.

Alaska students need to know 
there are lots of opportunities 
out there, but you can’t just sit 
back and wait for them to come 
to you. You can grow up in a 
little village and still go to space 
camp if you work hard, or find a 
program to help you go to music 
or fine arts camp. Programs 
like those expose you to other 
people and career possibilities. 
I felt like I missed out on some 
opportunities growing up because 

To find out more about wind 
energy, visit: http://eereweb.
ee.doe.gov/windandhydro/
wind_technologies.html

To find out more about Alaska 
Energy Authority, visit: www.
akenergyauthority.org

I didn’t know they existed or 
was too shy to apply. Students 
need to be proactive in their 
education. Don’t be afraid to talk 
to people about their work and 
experiences. If you are courteous 
and show interest, people can be 
amazingly generous in their time 
and advice. And lastly—respect 
your classmates, teachers, and 
elders. That way, you won’t have 
to look back someday and wish 
you’d behaved differently.

High School:
Kodiak HS, Kodiak, AK

College:
University of Alaska 
Fairbanks and The Johns 
Hopkins University SAIS

Current Career:
Project Manager, Alternative 
Energy and Energy Efficiency 
for Alaska Energy Authority, 
Anchorage

Talk to people 

about their work 

and experiences.

“
”

11th grade:  “Going 
to College in Alaska” 
magazine
ACPE

Promoting the higher 
education options 
available right here in 
Alaska, this magazine 
gives Alaska students 
a quick, easy com-
parison of all our 
postsecondary insti-
tutions. It is mailed 
to every high school 
junior in the state. 
It’s accompanied by a 
postcard to parents.

9th grade:  Viewbook, 
gotocollege website, 
Parent Companion 
Piece
UA, UA College Savings Plan

The viewbook, mailed 
to all 9th graders, 
highlights the benefits 
of higher education, 
explains what to do 
to prepare for college, 
and explores many
career pathways.

12th grade:  “It’s My 
Life” senior planner
ACPE

This publication gives 
Alaska’s seniors im-
portant information 
as they prepare for 
college, including 
deadlines for admis-
sion and financial aid 
at Alaska’s Colleges, 
as well as local schol-
arship deadlines and 
test and college fair 
dates, and tips on 
preparing for life after 
high school.

Senior Year Events
2007-2008Got Dates?

ti
p
s � Prepare for life after high school

� Info on Alaska’s postsecondary options

� Useful Websites

Calendar

5th – 8th grade:  “College 
is for YOU!” classroom 
poster
ACPE

This classroom poster 
features  Alaskan talent and 
encourages late elementary 
and middle school students 
to visualize themselves 
as “college material.” It 
is distributed to every 
5th- through 8th- grade 
classroom in the state.

12th grade:  “College 
Goal Sunday” 
program
ACPE, UA, The Coalition 
of Alaskans Supporting 
Higher Education (CASHE)

This program helps 
students clear the pa-
perwork and financial 
hurdles to higher edu-
cation. Professionals 
help them and their 
families to complete 
the Free Application 
for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) in a February 
event held at 20+ loca-
tions statewide.

9th grade:  Book cover
UA

This book cover em-
phasizing the impor-
tance of taking college 
preparatory courses 
and assessment tests 
while in high school 
is delivered to every 
freshman in the state 
through their schools.

Elementary School Middle School High School



Education in Alaska is at a critical 
juncture – 

College is Possib

Alaska’s youth graduate from high school and go to college 
at a lower rate than their peers in other states. Working to 
change this disturbing trend are the University of Alaska, 
the UA College Savings Plan and the Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education (ACPE).

Our efforts ensure that every young Alaskan hears early and 
often the benefits of staying in school and earning a high 
school diploma, and the difference that higher education 

will make to their future. These programs instill in them the 
knowledge that higher education is within their reach, even 
if they are the first in their family or community to take that 
step. Our outreach programs communicate to the youth of 
Alaska that “college is possible” for them and financial aid is 
available. It is our hope that these programs make a positive 
impact on their future.

The Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education is 
dedicated to promoting and 
supporting higher education 
for all  Alaskans.  Each year 
thousands in Alaska are impacted 
by their outreach efforts, which 
span elementary, middle and 
high school .  Their  suite of 
early awareness programs is 
highlighted in this brochure.

Rural Alaska Honors Institute students 
participating in the Wells Fargo Business class 
taught by Dr. Liz Ross. Photo by Nile Mueller

Outreach
to Alaska’s Youth

The UA College Savings Plan is 
the university’s largest early out-
reach program.  As Alaska’s Sec-
tion 529 College Savings Plan, 
the program strives to initiate a 
college-going conversation in 
homes across the state. 

Alaskans currently hold over 
20,000 accounts with $107 million 
in assets in this nationally recog-
nized plan.

A 529 plan offers families - including 
grandparents and other relatives - 
an affordable, tax-advantaged way 
to save for a child’s education at 
virtually any college or university 
in the country.

UA College Savings Plan

1-888-4-ALASKA
uacollegesavings.com

Alaska Commission on 
Postsecondary Education
PO Box 110505 
Juneau, AK 99811-0505
www.AKadvantage.alaska.gov

They Dream. 
You Plan. 
We Help.

 ACPE 1-800-441-2962


