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Remembering Mike Burns 
 

Mike Burns demonstrated his love of Alaska in a way that will 
impact the state for decades to come. As a respected businessman, 
Executive Director of the Alaska Permanent Fund Corporation, and 
a community volunteer, he created a legacy through his service, 
leadership and stewardship. Mike passed away peacefully on July 
16, 2015 at his home in Juneau, Alaska, surrounded by family. 
 
Members of the University of Alaska (UA) community join many 
Alaskans and organizations in expressing deep condolences to 
Mike’s family and gratitude for his many years of service to the 
University. While he wasn’t a product of the University of Alaska – 
Burns received a bachelor's degree in political science from Knox 
College, Galesburg, Illinois and a law degree from the University of 
Denver – his commitment to higher education in Alaska was evident 
through the volunteer roles he played. Burns was appointed to the 

UA Board of Regents by Governor Tony Knowles in 1997 and served nine years including serving as 
Chair from 1998-2001. He also served on the University of Alaska Foundation Board of Trustees 
from 1997-2001 and again from 2004 - 2005. 
 
To honor Mike and in recognition of his commitment to higher education, a group of friends and 
colleagues have created an endowment at the University of Alaska Foundation to enhance the 
student experience and foster creativity, excellence and leadership for UA students in the areas of 
business, management, public policy and public administration. 
 
Mary K. Hughes, University of Alaska Regent, recalls “From his arrival in Alaska in 1985, Mike 
involved himself thoroughly in Alaska. While President of Key Bank Alaska, he served the University 
of Alaska on the Board of Regents and also served on the Board of Trustees of the University of 
Alaska Foundation. He was genuine, personable, helpful and professional. All qualities shone 
brightly upon his appointment as a Regent and eventually chair of the Board. I was so fortunate to 
have served on both the Foundation Board of Trustees and the Board of Regents with Mike. In 
particular, his leadership of the Board of Regents, during an economic environment in which the 
University was recovering from a time of extremely poor state funding, was strong and unwavering, 
partnering with then-UA President Mark Hamilton to secure the necessary UA state financial support 
as well as promoting Alaskans’ respect for the university’s mission.” 
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Burns offered his wealth of business knowledge and investment savvy to the UA Foundation 
Investment Committee as a member since 1997. Eric Wohlforth, Chair of the Investment Committee 
says “He was both creative and open to new investment ideas and supremely well-grounded in 
investment fundamentals. He was of great value to the Fund and the pleasure in knowing him 
personally was his friendliness and interesting and attractive personality. He will be missed by 
many." 
 
The Michael J. Burns Excellence Endowment is a fitting tribute to a man who had such a profound 
impact on the University of Alaska. It will provide much-needed student support for experiential 
learning opportunities such as collaborative research projects, participation in national and 
international conferences and competitions, and access to cutting edge technology. These 
experiences help the University of Alaska to produce not just educated students, but future leaders 
with hands-on experience in academic inquiry, entrepreneurship and leadership. 
 
To contribute to the Michael J. Burns Excellence Endowment, checks may be made payable to: 
University of Alaska Foundation. Please note the Michael J. Burns Excellence Endowment and mail 
to: 1815 Bragaw Street, Suite 203, Anchorage, AK 99508. 


