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Engaging Assignments 



When I heard the learn’d astronomer,  
When the proofs, the figures, were ranged in columns 
before me,  
When I was shown the charts and diagrams, to add, divide,  
   and measure them, 
When I sitting heard the astronomer where he lectured with 
   much applause in the lecture-room, 
How soon unaccountable I became tired and sick, 
Till rising and gliding out I wander’d off by myself, 
In the mystical moist night-air, and from time to time,  
Look’d up in perfect silence at the stars. 

     -Walt Whitman 



What's the best assignment you were ever 
given? 
 
What's the best assignment you've ever 
created? 



 
 

 
 



1: Zeno of Citium 2: Epicurus Possibly, the image of two philosophers, who were typically 
shown in pairs during the Renaissance: Heraclitus, the "weeping" philosopher, and 
Democritus, the "laughing" philosopher. 3: unknown (believed to be Raphael)[14] 4: 
Boethius or Anaximander or Empedocles? 5: Averroes 6: Pythagoras 7: Alcibiades or 
Alexander the Great? 8: Antisthenes or Xenophon or Timon? 9: Raphael,[14][15][16] 
Fornarina as a personification of Love[17] or Francesco Maria della Rovere? 10: 
Aeschines or Xenophon? 11: Parmenides? (Leonardo da Vinci) 12: Socrates 13: 
Heraclitus (Michelangelo) 14: Plato (Leonardo da Vinci) (Archimedes) 15: Aristotle 
(Giuliano da Sangallo) 16: Diogenes of Sinope 17: Plotinus (Donatello?) 18: Euclid or 
Archimedes with students (Bramante?) 19: Strabo or Zoroaster? (
Baldassare Castiglione) 20: Ptolemy? R: Apelles (Raphael)  



Quiz: 
Who was number 16, 18, 19, and 2?  



What can we understand? 



Some Understandings…. 

1. Who are these guys? 
2. Why were they chosen?  
3. What were their influences on 16th century 

thought? 
4. What are the implications of having these 

(old white) guys as symbols in the Vatican? 
5. Where was Raphael at? 
6. Who would I choose and why? 





Taxonomies: 





Taxonomies of the uncertain…   





Some Understandings…. 

1. Who are these guys? (explain) 
2. Why were they chosen? (interpret) 
3. What were their influences on 16th century 

thought? (apply) 
4. What are the implications of having these 

(old white) guys as symbols in the Vatican? 
(perspective) 

5. Where was Raphael at? (empathize) 
6. Who would I choose and why? (self-

knowledge) 









Fink’s taxonomy of significant learning 



What does it all mean? 
How do we as instructors evaluate the achievement of 

understanding if there are so many different facets? 

How do students demonstrate the complexities of their 
understanding? 

Are quizzes, papers, and tests are completely sufficient? 

How can we generate assignments that are exciting and 
new and ask students to go the extra mile?  



BTW   
Not just talking summative or 

culminating performance 
tasks... 

Rather, evidence of 
understanding includes 
observations, dialogues, 
smaller performances, 
projects, and self-
assessments.  





Examples? 



HLRM 120 Final Project 
 



 
 
 
In the end: 
 
Ask yourself, “what can my students 
do to demonstrate understanding?” 
 
Try to get students doing rather than 
talking about doing.  
 


