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Two certificate tracks:  fish culture and fisheries management 



Internships are a 
fundamental aspect of the 
program 

•Articulates with the certificate 
program 
•Also articulates with UAF School of 
Fisheries.   Graduates can readily 
move on to B.Sc.  
•Two tracts:  fish culture and 
fisheries management 



 Use of Elluminate which enables live interaction 
between students and instructor 

 Rural students have accessed courses with little 
difficulty in recent years 

 Communication between instructor and student via 
email and phone – instructors highly accessible 

 Disadvantages: 
 Lack of face-to-face interaction can suppress comments 
 Dependence on technology 
 Hands-on lab sessions not always possible 

 Advantages: 
 Higher education available to remote sites 
 Flexibility – just need access to the internet/can be travelling 
 Class sessions are recorded to allow students access if they miss 

a class 
 



 Program began 10 years ago.   Carol Denton, one of 
the originators; Kate Sullivan, first (and current) 
program director. 

 Began (and remains) with much input from industry.   
Fisheries Technology Advisory Committee was 
instrumental in forming type and content of 
instruction.   



 1 graduate runs a successful oyster farm 
 1 student recently took a position with ADFG 

subsistence 
 1 student in Fairbanks area interested in fisheries 

education/subsistence 
 1 graduate working with ADFG/Juneau and has 

worked at several PNP’s 
 2 with USFS fisheries management 
 1 with ODFW fisheries, Astoria, OR 
 1 AMB with ADFG/Cordova 
 10 currently employed with PNP’s in varying 

capacities 
 3 students were placed just this past year after 

finding about positions through the FT program 
 ADFG/USFS and other staff have taken specific 

courses to further their careers and/or to better 
understand the industries they serve 

 35 students currently enrolled 



 Designed for both experienced and inexperienced fish culturists.  Learn from 
one another. 

 Use of local resources:  fish processors, 3 hatcheries, ADFG offices, etc.  

 



 Program moving to Sitka Campus, July 2013 
 In 2011-12, agreements are in place with: 

 Bristol Bay Campus 
 Prince William Sound Community College 
 Kachemak Bay Campus 
 Working with Kodiak College 
 Will allow the program to expand substantially 

– more “visible” and working with local 
industry to provide hands-on 

 
 

Sound  



 Introduction to Fisheries Careers 
 College career fairs 
 Tech Prep at Thunder Mt. HS/Juneau, Craig HS, Petersburg HS 
 Supporting elementary and secondary educators 

 



Teaching fish culture basics w/o any fish! 

Someone is always telling 
you what to do and waving 
their arms 

broodstock Putting waders on….why?  
Don’t ask questions, just do it. 

Spawning process incubation 



 Industry input is essential to stay on track and meet 
training needs  

 More hands-on coursework?    
 Water recirculation/reuse 
 Fish health/nutrition 
 Basic hatchery maintenance 
 Weir/fieldwork training 
 Asynchronous delivery?    

 Working to develop SJ Hatchery to better represent 
industry standards 



 Icicle Seafoods generously supports the Fisheries 
Technology Program.   Funds are used to purchase 
equipment,  provide tuition assistance and help us 
promote the program. 

 Sitka Sound Science Center is a working partner.   The 
SSSC facility is a great teaching platform.  The 
organization also provides other forms of support. 

 Many PNP’s have helped the program by providing letters 
of support. 

 DIPAC – by providing support to SSSC. 
 PNP’s, ADFG, USFS, NOAA and other agencies have 

supported us by providing current/relative information to 
students. 

 Our students who enter the industry are well-prepared! 
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