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Regents of  the University of  Alaska 
have voted unanimously to ask the gov-
ernor and legislature for an increase of  
$10.5 million in state general funds for 
the universityõs FY05 operating budget.

The board fully expects the governor to 
include its increment request in the bud-
get his office is to submit to the legisla-
ture by December 15.

Meeting in Fairbanks on November 5-6, 
the regents considered the universityõs 
operating and capital budget requests for 
the next fiscal year.

In the capital budget request, regents 
are seeking $40.2 million for university 
projects which include UAAõs Integrated 
Science Facility ($13.6 million) and the 
UAF School of  Fisheries and Ocean 
Sciences/NOAA facility at Lena Point 
near Juneau ($9 million). The request 
also includes essential life, safety, renova-
tion and equipment priorities around the 
system, and other projects in Anchor-
age, Fairbanks, Juneau, Dillingham and 
Seward.

Last year the university received $215.6 
million in general funds and $433.9 
million in receipt authority for a total 
operating budget of  $649.6 million. The 
request for FY05 is $226.1 million in 
general funds and the same amount in 
receipt authority for a total budget of  
$660.1 million. The request for $10.5 
million in general funds represents a 

4.9% increase over FY04. The overall 
proposed budget for FY05 of  $660.1 
million is 1.6% greater than the FY04 
authorized budget.

Seeking receipt authority is necessary 
because by law the university must re-
quest authority for the revenue it gen-
erates itself  and for federal and other 
grants. The total university budget must 
be authorized by the legislature regard-
less of  the source of  the funds.

The universityõs operating budget re-
quest was developed using assumptions 
that include a 3% enrollment increase 
and a previously approved tuition rate 
increase of  10%. It is estimated that 
the tuition increase, coupled with the 
projected enrollment increase, will bring 
in an additional $9.2 million.

Enrollment at the university system 
reached its highest level ever this fall 
after three years of  steady growth. En-
rollment has surged 6.3% since the fall 
2002 and 13% over the past two years. 
After several years of  declining numbers 
beginning in 1995, enrollment has been 
climbing since 2000.

Regents want to continue the universi-
tyõs momentum because they consider 
it vital to the stateõs economic growth 
and development. Their aim is to keep 
enrollment growing by 3 to 5 percent 
annually.




