
Colang 2016 Workshop Syllabus

Workshop Title: Orthography
Instructor’s name and email: Mike Cahill (mike_cahill@sil.org) and Keren Rice (rice@chass.utoronto.ca)
Course materials: recommended reading: Michael Cahill and Keren Rice (editors). 2014. Developing orthographies for unwritten languages. Dallas: SIL International. 

A more extensive list of interesting readings will be distributed.
Supplies needed: Students are encouraged to bring their laptops to take notes but it is not a requirement.
Course goals: In this workshop we outline the complex process of designing an orthography. While phonological analysis is usually straightforward and can be done in a reasonably short period of time, orthography development is a process that involves much more than a phonological analysis. We walk students through some of the considerations one may have to take into account when designing an orthography, such as script, standardization, politics and religion. We provide an opportunity for hands-on analysis and aim to exchange experiences, brainstorm, and expand resources together.
Student learning objectives: By the end of the course, students will be introduced in how to design an orthography and the kinds of linguistic and non-linguistic factors that make this a particular challenge.
Instructional methods: The course involves lectures and group discussion. Students will work in small groups to develop scenarios for orthography development and possible responses.
Evaluation: The workshop will be Pass/Fail. Full attendance is required for a pass. On the last day groups will give brief presentations on the group work.
(Our approved syllabus requires that students create a product or do a presentation to pass each workshop before the end of the workshop. What small product may a student produce for evaluation in your workshop? How will you judge its success?)
Disabilities services: 

“The Office of Disability Services implements the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and insures that UAF students have equal access to the campus and course materials.  The instructor will work with the Office of Disabilities Services (208 WHIT, 474-5655) to provide reasonable accommodation to students with disabilities.”
